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Keith Hoelzen Inducted into Hall of Fame  

 

 

The late Keith Hoelzen (right) of Burlington is shown 

in early 1967 with Polled Hereford patriarch Bert 

Gammon.  Hoelzen  served as sale manager for the 

Iowa Polled Hereford Association.  

 

 

 

 

Keith Hoelzenõs widow, Doris, and son, Hugh (center) 

are shown accepting his Hall of Fame plaque from 

IHBA President Charley Johnson (right) and Iowa 

Hereford Queen Alecia Knapp (left)  during the Iowa 

Hereford Breeders Association annual meeting on 

Aug. 28.  

 

 

 Honored as the 2011 inductee into the Iowa Hereford Hall of Fame was the late Keith Hoelzen 

of Triple H Ranch, Burlington.  Induction ceremonies were held on Au g. 28 during the I owa Hereford 

Breeders Association õs annual meeting at Lacey State Park near Keosauqua.   

 

 Keith Hoelzen was a pioneer in technology in beef cattle production.  His early program 

included performance testing, the use of ultrasonics  to determine backfat, and embryo transplant.  

 

 After graduating from the University of Missouri in 1951, Keith got in the Hereford business 

with the purchase of so me horned Herefords; then in 1954 he acquired an interest in the 1952 rerserve 

national cham pion Polled Hereford sale bull and changed to a polled breeding program.  In 1962 the 

firm began a performance testing program utilizing several Certified Meat Sires.  Two of the then 

leading bull studs, Cur t iss and Codding -NOBA, purchased bulls from Tripl e H. 

 

 Keith began doing untrasonic carcass evaluation on beef cattle in the late ô60s on herds 

throughout the U.S. and at livestock shows, including the National Polled Hereford Show.  Although the 

emphasis was on performance, Keith bred cattle that would  also win in the showring.  Triple H cattle 

were shown and won at some of the nationõs major shows.  Among the showring winners for Keith and 

son Hugh was the National champion cow -calf pair, champion female at the American Royal  and 

numerous champion bull s and females at the Iowa State Fair.  

 

 In the 1970s, Triple H began an embryo transplant program.  A Triple H female, HHH Oakmaid  

547, was the American Polled Hereford Associationõs second place Gold Trophy Dam for several years.  

With the embryo transplant program, she produced more than 50 offspring.  Her descendants helped 



the Hoelzens win premier exhibitor and premier breeder aw ards at the American Royal, North American 

International and Iowa and Illinois State Fairs.  

 

 Keith started and operated a bull test station and sale, which drew Polled Herefords from 

throughout the U.S. and Canada.  Cattle from the test station and from T riple H Ranch were exported 

to several South American countries.   

 

For several years, Keith was secretary and sale manager for the Iowa Polled Hereford 

Association.  He did professional livestock photography at ranches throughout the U.S. and at some of 

the major livestock shows, including the Chicago International, American Royal and the Iowa and 

Illinois State Fairs.  His photos appeared on the covers of numerous breed publications.  

 

Keith passed away in 2008 at the age of 77.  His widow, Doris, and son,  Hugh, accepted the 

award on his behalf.  

 

 

 

Oct. 1 ð Expo Sale Nominations Deadline  

Oct. 1 ð County Champions Report Deadline  

Oct. 29 ð American Hereford Association 

Annual Meeting, Kansas City  

Nov. 7 ð Newsletter Deadline  

Nov. 13 ð IHBA Board of Directors Meeting, 

Ames  

Feb. 16 ð Iowa Select Hereford Sale, Iowa Beef 

Expo, Des Moines  

 

One New, 3 Familiar Faces on Board  

 

 IHBA members had an excellent slate of 

seven candidates from which to choose to fill  

four positions on the board of direc tors.  

Incumbents Tom Heidt, Lockridge, and Nathan 

Stickley, Parkersburg, were re -elected to their 

second 3 -year terms, while Steve Landt of Union 

was returned to the board after a yearõs layoff. 

 

 New to the board is 

Scott Amendt,  Pleasantville  

(pictured at left).  Scott and 

his wife, Teresa, serve as 

advisors to the Iowa Junior 

Hereford Association and 

their son, Kyle, is active in the 

IJHA as well.  

 

 

Welcome, New Members!  

Knapp Cattle ð Chris & Shannon Knapp, Waverly  

 

Basket Purchase r  Identified  

 

 Brian Hayse from Indiana purchased the 

Iowa basket at the Junior National Hereford 

Expo for $235.  

 

Trowbridge Running  

For National Board  

 

 IHBA director David Trowbridge of Tabor 

is a candidate for the board of directors of the 

American Here ford Association.  Partner in Beef 

Resources Partnership and manager of Gregory 

Feedlots in southwest Iowa, Trowbridge is also 

a director of the Iowa Cattlemenõs Association. 

 

 Believing he brings a unique perspective 

to the national leadership, the Iowa H ereford 

Breeders Association board has endorsed 

Trowbridgeõs candidacy and will be sending a 

letter of support to all voting delegates.  

 

 The election will take place during the 

AHAõs annual meeting in Kansas City, Oct. 29. 

Iowaõs voting delegates are Jim Kuhlman, 

Mason City; Steve Landt, Union; and Dave 

Wiese, Manning.  

 

Knapp Contending  

For National Queen  

 

 Iowa Hereford Queen Alecia  Knapp of 

Waverly is one of seven young women vying for 

the title of National Hereford Queen during the 

American Royal in Kansas City, Oct. 28 -30.  

 

Expo Nomination Deadline  

Fast Approaching  

 

 Breeders interested in consigning to the 

2012 Iowa Select Herefo rd Sale, slated for Feb. 

16 at the Iowa Beef Expo, are reminded that the 

nomination deadline is Oct. 1.  A nomination 

form can be found at the end of this newsletter.  

All cattle must be nominated, screened and 

accepted prior to consignment.  

 



2011 IOWA STATE FAIR  

 

 Excitement ran high in the barn, the stands and the showring on Monday, Aug. 15, as 

exhibitors from Iowa and four surrounding states (Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota and South Dakota) 

competed in the first combined  Hereford show at the Iowa State Fair.  A standing -room -only crowd in 

the outdoor show arena watched judge Brent Meeks of Upstream Ranch, Taylor, Neb., place nine cow -

calf pairs, 129 heifers and 29 bulls in one of the largest breed shows at this yearõs fair. 

 

 It was an encore performance for MAV Martini 06X, who topped the large female show for the 

Vogel family of Hartley ð she was champion horned heifer last year as a junior calf.  In the bull show, a 

junior calf from the Deppe Brothersõ WeBCows of Maquoketa, claimed the grand championship.  DEP 

Good & Plenty ET was reserve grand champion at the Junior National in July.  Both the grand champions 

were also Iowa champions.  

 

 

Yearling, Grand &  Iowa Champion Heifer  

MAV Martini 06X  

Vogel Family, Hartley , IA  

 

 

Junior, Grand & Iowa Champion Bull  

DEP Good & Plenty  ET 

WeBCows Deppe Brothers, Maquoketa , IA  

 

 

 



 

Champion Cow -Calf  

RCC Ruby 525 & 3/1/11 bull calf  

Solsma Show Steers, Sanborn, IA 

 

 

Reserve Yearling, Reserve Grand  

& 4 -H Champion Heifer  

KH Miss Rosey  

Megan Black, Batavia, IA  

 

Reserve Cow -Calf  

SH Raftsman Diamond  & 4/9/11 bull calf  

Okoboji Cattle Co., Okoboji, IA  

 

 

Premier Breeder  

K7 Herefords, L ockridge, IA   

 

 

 

Yearling & Reserve Grand Champion Bull  

Double K O.J. DK103  

Double K Herefords, Walcott, IA  

 

Pictures by  

Joe Rickabaugh,  

American Hereford Association  

 

 

 

Premier Exhibitor  

Solsma Show Steers, Sanborn, IA  

 

 

 

 

 


